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The state govt on Tuesday created a separate 
HR&CE department at the secretariat. Earlier, 
it was with the Tourism, Culture, and 
Religious Endowments Department
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12 including 10 kids fall ill after eating biryani
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thanjavur

AS many as 12 people including 
10 children fell ill after eating 
chicken biryani from a newly 
opened shop in Tiruppanandal 
on Monday.  They were admit-
ted past midnight of  Monday to 
Kumbakonam Govt Hospital 
with complaints of  vomiting.  
Their condition is stable.

Sources said a biryani eatery 
was inaugurated on Monday 
near Tiruppanandal panchayat 
union office.  The owner G 
Gopalakrishnan offered one 
biryani free for purchasing bir-
yani and there was brisk sales 
from 9 am to 4 pm.

In the evening, a few people 
developed vomiting and went to 
Tiruppanandal Government 

Hospital where they were given 
first aid and referred to Gov-
ernment Hospital at Kumba-
konam. According to sources, a 
total of  12 people including 10 
children were admitted past-
midnight at Kumbakonam GH.  
Of  those admitted, there were 

two women aged 23 years and 
60 years respectively. Of  the ten 
children aged below 16 years, 
there are five boys and five 
girls. Hospital sources said the 
conditions of  all of  them are 
stable.  They will be discharged 
o n  W e d n e s d a y  a f t e r 
observation.

The shop remained closed on 
Tuesday. Officials of  Food Safe-
ty department inspected the 
premises and collected samples 
of  raw materials. During the 
inquiry, the officials found out 
that the chicken biryani for the 
inaugural day was prepared at 
around 3 am on Monday. Some 
consumers who bought the bir-
yani early in the day kept it till 
evening and gave it to children 
after they retur ned from 
school.

Children being treated at Kumbakonam 
GH after consuming biryani  |  EXPRESS

Man sent to gallows for raping five set free by HC
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Madurai

THE Madurai Bench of  the Ma-
dras HC on Tuesday acquitted a 
49-year-old man who was sen-
tenced to death by a trial court 
in Sivaganga in April this year 
on charges of  sexually assault-
ing five minor girls in Sivagan-
ga district in 2024.

Allowing an appeal filed by 
the man challenging the convic-
tion and death sentence, which 

had been referred to the high 
court for approval, a bench of  
Justices N Anand Venkatesh 
and KK Ramakrishnan said the 
man did not receive a fair trial.

Due to denial of  effective le-
gal assistance, inadequacy of  
records regarding cross-exami-
nation, procedural irregulari-
ties, among others, the trial pro-
ceedings have been reduced to a 
mockery of  the constitutional 
guarantee of  a fair trial and 
have resulted in a grave miscar-

riage of  justice, they opined.
According to the prosecution, 

the man had lured the victim 
girls, who were aged below 
10 years, to his house by 
offering them money, 
snacks and also letting 
them play video games 
on his mobile phone, in 
which he alle gedly 
showed obscene content be-
fore committing penetrative 
sexual assault on them.

However, the prosecution nei-

ther proved the charges of  pen-
etrative sexual assault, nor did 
it recover the mobile phone 

used by the man to ‘lure’ 
the victims, the judges 
noted. They also opined 
that the statements of  
the victims were not co-
gent and raised doubts 

whether they had been 
tutored by their parents 

who had previous enmity with 
the man. 

The trial judge also failed to 

comply with the guidelines laid 
down by the SC in cases involv-
ing capital punishment, they 
added. Since the prosecution 
did not establish the guilt of  the 
accused beyond reasonable 
doubt, they set aside the convic-
tion and sentence imposed on 
him. But, citing that the victims 
themselves appear to have suf-
fered at the hands of  parents, 
they refrained from directing 
recovery of  the compensation 
granted to them.

Vijay justifying Emergency by  
making MISA gesture, says CPM
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Villupuram

CONDEMNING Chief  Minis-
ter C Jospeph Vijay’s gesture 
mocking at DMK president MK 
Stalin’s arrest under Mainte-
nance of  Internal Security Act 
(MISA), CPM politburo mem-
ber K Balakrishnan on Tues-
day said by making the gesture, 
the TVK chief  is indirectly jus-
tifying the attacks carried out 
by the “authoritarian govern-
ment” during the time of  
Emergency. 

Speaking to reporters in Tin-
divanam, Balakrishnan said, 
“If  he is like this in the Assem-
bly, how will his MLAs be? 
Even his body language is not 
appropriate. Once the discus-
sion on the police department 
is completed, what is the need 
to raise allegations of  this cor-
ruption and that corruption? Is 
t h e  A s s e m bly  a  p u bl i c 

meeting?”. 
He further said, “If  you have 

evidence of  corruption, what 
is the use of  stating it in the As-
sembly? You have the police 
and the Directorate of  Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption. 
File case, conduct investiga-
tion and get the perpetrators 
punished.” 

Balakrishnan said cases reg-
istered by the ED cannot be 
considered true. Referring to 
former minister V Senthil 
Balaji, he said, “There are sev-
eral corruption cases against 
Balaji. Everyone knows this. 
There is no need for the ED to 
tell us about it. What is the 
need for the chief  minister to 
read it out?” On the Emergen-
cy, Balakrishnan said it was a 
period when an authoritarian 
government was in power and 
people were arrested under 
MISA and detained without 
prior notice. 

Issues raised by 
CM discussed 
many times in 
the past: Aadhav
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Nirmal Kumar also defended 
the CM’s reference to arrests 
during the MISA period. He 
said not everyone arrested dur-
ing that period could be de-
scribed as a MISA detenu, as 
cases had also been registered 
against people involved in of-
fences including waylaying, 
theft and crimes against 
women. 
 He claimed that MK Stalin 
had been arrested for ridicul-
ing the 20-point programme of  
then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, but there was no record 
to show that Stalin had been ar-
rested under MISA.

Defending the CM, PWD Min-
ister Aadhav Arjuna said the 
issues raised by him had been 
discussed several times in the 
Assembly in the past. 

He said CPI leader Kalya-
nasundaram, along with former 
CM MG Ramachandran, had 
been instrumental in the for-
mation of  the Sarkaria 
Commission. 

He further said the CM was 
engaged in “cleaning” the cor-
ruption committed during the 
previous five years. DMK mem-
bers strongly objected to the 
remarks.

Following the Speaker’s rul-
ing, DMK MLAs trooped into 
the well of  the House and raised 
slogans demanding expunction 
of  the CM’s remarks. 

The Speaker repeatedly 
asked them to return to their 
seats, assuring Velu that he 
would be allowed to express his 
views. 

However, the DMK members 
continued their protest. The 
Speaker then directed the As-
sembly Marshals to evict the 
protesting DMK MLAs. Several 
members were physically evict-
ed from the House.

Illicit arrack sellers picked through auctions, says panel
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE commission said the inci-
dent, which occurred between 
June 17 and 20, 2024, claimed 
the lives of  70 people and left 
161 others with injuries rang-
ing from partial to permanent 
disability. A total of  231 people 
had consumed the methanol-
mixed arrack supplied by local 
vendors.
 The commission revealed 
that in some villages, including 
Seshasamuthiram and Madha-
vacherry, village welfare com-
mittees conducted unlawful 
auctions to select persons to 
sell illicit arrack within the vil-

lage limits. Successful bidders 
were required to pay around ̀ 5 
lakh after which they were al-
lowed to sell illicit arrack with-
out interference. Villagers who 
opposed the arrangement 
were allegedly threat-
ened with social exclu-
sion, the report said.  
 The 650-page report 
based on inquiries 
with more than 400 per-
sons, including the af-
fected persons, kin of  the 
deceased, police personnel and 
activists, recommended setting 
up a separate Prohibition En-
forcement Wing for Kalvarayan 
hills, besides urging the gov-

ernment to provide education, 
food and shelter to children or-
phaned by the deaths of  their 
parents in the tragedy, and pro-
viding preference in govern-

ment jobs to eligible mem-
bers of  the af fected 

families.
 “If  the authorities 
vested with powers to 
monitor and scrutinise 
the storage, transporta-

tion and sale of  metha-
nol had been diligent in dis-

charging their duties, the killer 
chemical could not have found 
its way from Chennai to Ka-
llakurichi,” the commission 
observed. 

 Despite a circular issued by 
the DGP in May 2023 following 
the Marakkanam hooch trage-
dy, another such incident oc-
curred in Kallakurichi in June 
2024. This, it said, “speaks vol-
umes of  the grave negligence 
and callous dereliction of  duty” 
by the authorities concerned.
 It also highlighted the short-
age of  staff  at police stations, 
PEW and other departments, 
stating that inadequate man-
power had hampered regular 
raids in the Kalvarayan Hills, 
where illegal brewing and dis-
tillation were suspected to have 
been carried out on a large 
scale. 

 The report noted that the ac-
cused arrested by the CB-CID 
neither possessed the requisite 
licence to import, transport, 
store, use methanol in the man-
ufacture of  other substances or 
sell it, nor did the person who 
received the chemical had a 
valid licence to do so.
 The commission said the 
practice had been taking place 
with the passive connivance of  
police and revenue officials at 
the ground level. The money 
collected through the arrange-
ment was reportedly used for 
common purposes, including 
temple festivals and renovation 
of  public structures.

CPI, PMK oppose 
bill, term it bid to 
commercialise 
higher education
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

SHIV Nadar University and Sai Univer-
sity, which were established under sepa-
rate Acts in 2018, will also be covered un-
der the proposed Bill. The government 
said the changes were based on the recom-
mendations of  the Centre’s Task Force on 
Compliance Reduction and Deregulation 
Phase II. It said the revised land norms 
take into account the space needed for aca-
demic buildings, hostels and other facili-
ties, while also addressing the scarcity of  
land in urban areas.

While, the CPI and PMK opposed the 
Bill terming it an attempt to commercial-
ise higher education, the Association of  
University Teachers (AUT) urged the gov-

ernment to withdraw it. In 
a statement, AUT general 
secretary K Raja said re-
ducing land and finan-
cial requirements could 
lead to the rapid expan-

sion of  private universi-
ties. He warned that the 

move could affect the affordability and 
accessibility of  higher education, espe-
cially for rural students, first-generation 
learners and those from economically 
weaker sections. “We urge the govern-
ment to reconsider the relaxations and 
hold consultations with teachers, stu-
dents, parents and educationists before 
proceeding with the amendments,” Raja 
said. Notably, under the previous DMK 
government, a Bill with similar relaxa-
tions was proposed in October 2025 but 
was later rolled back in February this year 
after it invited criticism from academics 
and teachers’ organisations. Academi-
cians cited that the DMK’s Bill had a com-
ponent of  “Brownfield Universities” 
which allowed existing private and gov-
ernment-aided colleges to convert into a 
new university.

“Under the Brownfield category, gov-
ernment-aided colleges could have been 
converted into universities, putting thou-
sands of  teachers’ jobs and affordable 
higher education for poor students at risk. 
So, we opposed it tooth and nail,” said a 
faculty member of  a government-aided 
college. 

Five Orangutans 
rescued from 
Balasore forest
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Balasore/Bhubaneswar

LOCALS venturing into the Bi-
chitrapur casuarina forest in 
Balasore on Tuesday morning 
were in for an unusual sight of  
five baby apes huddled near a 
bush. The sight of  the orange-
furred primates, completely al-
ien to the landscape, left the vil-
l a g e r s  s t a r t l e d .  T h e y 
immediately alerted forest offi-
cials, who rushed to the spot 
and identified them as orangu-
tans, a species native to the 
rainforests of  Southeast Asia. 

The infant apes, aged be-
tween six months and one year, 
appeared to have been aban-
doned in the forest. They were 
then rescued by the forest pa-
trolling team from the Udayapur 
section of  the Jaleswar range.

Regional chief  conservator 
of  forests (RCCF), Baripada, 
Prakash Chand Gogineni told 
TNIE, the forest personnel 
found the five orangutans in an 
abandoned condition. “All of  
them have been brought to the 
Udayapur forest section. A team 
of  veterinary doctors from Sim-
lipal National Park examined 
their health after which they 

were taken to the Balasore divi-
sion office,” he said.  State For-
est, Environment and Climate 
Change minister Ganesh Ram 
Singhkhuntia, who was briefed 
on the unusual development, 
said prima facie it appeared to 
b e  a n  a c t  o f  b o t c h e d 
smuggling.

“The species is non-native to 
India and mostly found in the 
rainforests of  Malaysia, Indo-
nesia and Sumatra in Southeast 
Asia. We are suspecting that 
they were being smuggled 
through Odisha and abandoned 
in the Bichitrapur forest fear-
ing detection and action. The 
state government will approach 
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau 
(WCCB) to investigate how the 
critically endangered apes en-
tered the state and ended up in 
Bichitrapur forest,” he said. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Former Panchayat V-P run over by tractor
NAMAKKAL: A former panchayat vice-president of Pallakuzhi village 
near Mallasamudram in Tiruchengode died after being hit by a 
tractor on Monday, with villagers and relatives alleging that he was 
deliberately targeted over his objections to alleged illegal sand 
mining activities in the area. The deceased was identified as K 
Murugan (50), former vice-president of Pallakuzhi panchayat. 
Following the incident, villagers and relatives staged a road 
blockade with Murugan’s body, alleging that he had been 
questioning people involved in illegal sand mining in the area and 
was deliberately targeted. Police held talks with the protesting 
villagers and relatives. Later in the day,  the tractor driver and owner, 
identified as K Anandan (36), surrendered at the Mallasamudram 
police station.  ENS

The infant apes appeared to have been 
abandoned in the forest |  EXPRESS


